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• Use of virtual private network (VPN) software without permission of 

administration and/or technology department

• Use of software that attempts to bypass federally required CIPA filtering

• Accessing other users network storage locations

• Artificial intelligence (AI) plagiarism

All users should be aware that the inappropriate use of electronic information resources 

can be a violation of local, state and federal laws. Violations can lead to prosecution 

and/or disciplinary consequences. 

2. User contract

Electronic Information Resource Contract 

We are pleased to announce that electronic information services are now 

available to students and teachers in our district who qualify as a result of participation 

in an orientation or training course. The Sterling City Independent School District 
strongly believes in the education value of such electronic services and recognizes the 

potential of such to support our curriculum and student learning in our district. Our goal 
in providing this service is to promote educational excellence by facilitating resource 

sharing, innovation, and communications. Sterling City Independent School District will 

make every effort to protect students and teachers from any misuses or abuses as a 

result of their experiences with an information service. All users must be continuously 

on guard to avoid inappropriate and illegal interaction with the information service. 

Please read this document carefully. When signed by you it becomes a legally 

binding contract. 

Listed below are the provisions of this contract. If any user violates these 

provisions, access to the information service may be denied and you may be subject to 

disciplinary action. 



Terms and Conditions of This Contract 

1. Personal Responsibility

As a participant in this school, 1 will accept personal responsibility for
reporting any misuse of the network to the system :idmiuistrator. fv1isusc can come 
in many forms, but it is commonly viewed as any infol'matiou sent or received that 
indicates or suggests pornography, unethical or illegal solicitation, racism, sexism, 
inappropriate language, or other issues described below. All the rules of conduct 
described in the Dist1·ict publication entitled Student Code of Conduct apply when 
you arc on the network 

I have read and uuderstand ihis provision. initial ___ _ 

2. Accep_table Use

The use of my assigned account mnst be in suppoi·t of education and research
and the educational goals and objectives of the Sterling City Independent School 
District. I am personally responsible for this provision at all times when using the 
electrou_ic information sci-vice. 

a. Use of other organization's networks or computing resources musi 
comply with rnles appropriate to that network.

b. Trausruission of any material in violation of nny United States or 
other state organizations is prohibited. This includes, but is not 
limited to: copyrighted material, threatening or obscene material, or 
material protected by trade secret.

c. Use of commercial activities by for-profit institutions is generally uot 
acceptable.

d. Use of product advertisement or political lobbying is also prohibited.
e. Virtual private network (VPN) usage is prohibited.
f. Artificial intelligence plagiarism - Students shall not engage in AI 

plagiarism, which refers to the use of artificial intelligence or 
automated tools to generate or produce academic work AI plagiarism 
includes but is not limited to, the use of AI-based text generation 
models to copy, paraphrase, or present someone else's work as their 
own, without proper citation or acknowledgement.

I am aware that the inappropriate use of electronic inforruatiou resources 
can be a violation of local, state and federal l:rws and that I can be prosecuted for 
violating those laws. 

I have read and understand this provision. initial __ _ 



3. Privileges

The use of the information system is a privilege, not n l"igllt, and 
inappropriate use may result in a cancellation of those privi1cgcs. Each person who 
receives an account will participate in an orientation or training course with a 
secondary or elementary faculty member as to pl'opcr behavior and use of the 
nclwork. The district's LAN/system administrato.r (opcrnting under the aegis of the 
school hoard and the district office) wili decide what is appropriate usr: and his/her 
d ecisiou is final. 

The system a<lrniuistrator(s) may close an account at any time deem eel 
necessary. The administration, staff, or faculty of Sterling City Independent School 
Distdct may request thnt the systc:w administrator deny, revoke, or suspend specific 
user .;ccounts. 

I have read and undcrsta11cl this provision. initial 

4. Network Etiquette and Privacy

You :ll"c expected to abide by the generally accepted rules of network 
etiquette. These rnles include ( but are not limited to) tbc following: 

a. Be polite. Never send, or encourage others to send, abusive
messages.

h. Use appropriate language. Remember that you are a represcnt::Jtivc
of our school and district on a non-private system. You may be alone
with your computer, hut what you say and do can be viewed globally!
Never swear, use vulgarities, or any other inappropriate language.
Illegal activities of any kind arc strictly forbidden.

c. Privacy. Do not reveal your home address or personal phone number
or the addresses and phone numbers of students or colleagues.

d. Electronic Mail. Electronic mail (e-mail) is not guaranteed to be
private. Messages relating to or in support of illeg:il activities must
be reported to the authorities.

c. Disruptions. Do not use the network in any way tbat would clisru[Jt
use of the network by others.

f. Other Considerations:

Do be brief. Fewer people will bother to read a 1011g message.
Do minimize spelling errors and make sure your message is easy to
read.
Do use accurate :md descriptive titles for your articles.
Tell people what it is about before tbey rc,icl it.










